	The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions (Church Year 2013-2014)

	The Apostleship of Prayer began in France in 1844. At that time Fr. Francis Xavier Gautrelet told a group of Jesuit seminarians who were eager to work on the missions: "Be apostles now, apostles of prayer! Offer everything you are doing each day in union with the Heart of our Lord for what He wishes, the spread of the Kingdom for the salvation of souls."

     Devotion to this simple, profound way of life spread, and in time the Pope himself proposed a monthly intention.  Since 1929 the Holy Father has proposed a second monthly intention, one specifically related to the missionary work of the Church.  Over fifty million apostles of prayer worldwide now pray for the Pope's two prayer intentions each month.  

     Truly the Apostleship of Prayer is the Pope's own "prayer group." It is, as Pope John Paul II wrote in 1985, "a precious treasure from the Pope's heart and the Heart of Christ."  http://apostleshipofprayer.org/
---
December 2013
Victimized Children. That children who are victims of abandonment or violence may find the love and protection they need.
Prepare the Savior's Coming. That Christians, enlightened by the Word incarnate, may prepare humanity for the Savior's coming.
January 2014
Universal: That all may promote authentic economic development that respects the dignity of all peoples.

For Evangelization: That Christians of diverse denominations may walk toward the unity desired by Christ.

February 2014
Universal: That the Church and society may respect the wisdom and experience of older people.

For Evangelization: That priests, religious, and lay people may work together with generosity for evangelization.

March 2014
Universal: That all cultures may respect the rights and dignity of women.

For Evangelization: That many young people may accept the Lord’s invitation to consecrate their lives to proclaiming the Gospel.

April 2014
Universal: That governments may foster the protection of creation and the just distribution of natural resources.

For Evangelization: That the Risen Lord may fill with hope the hearts of those who are being tested by pain and sickness.

May 2014
Universal: That the media may be instruments in the service of truth and peace.

For Evangelization: That Mary, Star of Evangelization, may guide the Church in proclaiming Christ to all nations.

June 2014
Universal: That the unemployed may receive support and find the work they need to live in dignity.

For Evangelization: That Europe may rediscover its Christian roots through the witness of believers.
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  

(9 - 1st Fridays)
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Devotion to the Sacred Heart, as we know it, began about the year 1672.  On repeated occasions, Jesus appeared to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, a Visitation nun, in France, and during these apparitions He explained to her the devotion to His Sacred Heart as He wanted people to practice it. He asked  to be honored in the symbol of His Heart of flesh; He asked for acts of reparation, for frequent Communion, Communion on the First Friday of the  month, and the keeping of the Holy Hour. 

The following First Friday devotions are efficacious in honoring the Sacred Heart of Jesus:  
1. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
2. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
3. Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
4. Act of Reparation  
5. The Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
6. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
    Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I consecrate myself to Your Most Sacred Heart. Take possession of my whole being; transform me into Yourself. Make my hands Your hands, my feet Your feet, my heart Your heart. Let me see with Your eyes, listen with Your ears, speak with Your lips, love with Your heart, understand with Your mind, serve with Your will, and be dedicated with my whole being. Make me Your other self. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, send me Your Holy Spirit to teach me to love You and to live through You, with You, in You and for You. 

    Come, Holy Spirit, make my body Your temple. Come, and abide with me forever. Give me the deepest love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus in order to serve Him with my whole heart, soul, mind and strength. Take possession of all my faculties of body and soul. Regulate all my passions: feelings and emotions. Take possession of my intellect, understanding and will; my memory and imagination. O Holy Spirit of Love, give me an abundance of Your efficacious graces. Give me the fullness of all the virtues; enrich my faith, strengthen my hope, increase my trust, and inflame my love. Give me the fullness of Your sevenfold gifts, fruits and beatitudes. Most Holy Trinity, make my soul Your sanctuary.  

Act of Reparation
    Sacred Heart of Jesus, animated with a desire to repair the outrages unceasingly offered to Thee, we prostrate before Thy throne of mercy, and in the name of all mankind, pledge our love and fidelity to Thee! 
        The more Thy mysteries are blasphemed, the more firmly we shall believe them, O Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
        The more impiety endeavors to extinguish our hopes of immortality, the more we shall trust in Thy Heart, sole hope of mankind!  
       The more hearts resist Thy Divine attractions, the more we shall love Thee, O infinitely amiable heart of Jesus! 
       The more unbelief attacks Thy Divinity, the more humbly and profoundly we shall adore It, O Divine Heart of Jesus! 
       The more Thy holy laws are transgressed and ignored, the more we shall delight to observe them, O most holy Heart of Jesus! 
       The more Thy Sacraments are despised and abandoned, the more frequently we shall receive them with love and reverence, O most liberal Heart of Jesus! 
       The more the imitation of Thy virtues is neglected and forgotten, the more we shall endeavor to practice them, O Heart, model of every virtue! 
       The more the devil labors to destroy souls, the more we shall be inflamed with desire to save them, O Heart of Jesus, zealous Lover of souls! 
       The more sin and impurity destroy the image of God in man, the more we shall try by purity of life to be a living temple of the Holy Spirit, O Heart of Jesus! 
       The more Thy Holy Church is despised, the more we shall endeavor to be her faithful children, O Sweet Heart of Jesus! 
       The more Thy Vicar on earth is persecuted, the more we will honor him as the infallible head of Thy Holy Church, show our fidelity and pray for him, O kingly Heart of Jesus! 
       O Sacred Heart, through Thy powerful grace, may we become Thy apostles in the midst of a corrupted world, and be Thy crown in the kingdom of heaven.  Amen.3
Litany of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
V/ Lord, have mercy. 
R/ Lord, have mercy. 

V/ Christ, have mercy. 
R/ Christ, have mercy. 

V/ Lord, have mercy. 
R/ Lord, have mercy. 

V/ Jesus, hear us. 
R/ Jesus, graciously hear us. 

R/ for ff: Have mercy on us 

God, the Father of Heaven, 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
God, the Holy Spirit, 
Holy Trinity, One God, 

Heart of Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father. 
Heart of Jesus, formed by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mother,
Heart of Jesus, substantially united to the Word of God, 
Heart of Jesus, of Infinite Majesty, 
Heart of Jesus, Sacred Temple of God, 
Heart of Jesus, Tabernacle of the Most High, 
Heart of Jesus, House of God and Gate of Heaven, 
Heart of Jesus, burning furnace of charity, 
Heart of Jesus, abode of justice and love, 
Heart of Jesus, full of goodness and love, 
Heart of Jesus, abyss of all virtues, 
Heart of Jesus, most worthy of all praise, 
Heart of Jesus, king and center of all hearts, 
Heart of Jesus, in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
Heart of Jesus, in whom the Father was well pleased, 
Heart of Jesus, of whose fullness we have all received, 
Heart of Jesus, desire of the everlasting hills, 
Heart of Jesus, patient and most merciful, 
Heart of Jesus, enriching all who invoke you,
Heart of Jesus, fountain of life and holiness,
Heart of Jesus, propitiation for our sins,

	 July 2014
Universal: That sports may always be occasions of human fraternity and growth.

For Evangelization: That the Holy Spirit may support the work of the laity who proclaim the Gospel in the poorest countries.

August 2014
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Universal: That refugees, forced by violence to abandon their homes, may find a generous welcome and the protection of their rights. 

For Evangelization: That Christians in Oceania may joyfully announce the faith to all the people of that region.

September 2014
Universal: That the mentally disabled may receive the love and help they need for a dignified life.

For Evangelization: That Christians, inspired by the Word of God, may serve the poor and suffering.

October 2014
Universal: That the Lord may grant peace to those parts of the world most battered by war and violence.

For Evangelization: That World Mission Day may rekindle in every believer zeal for carrying the Gospel into all the world.

November 2014
Universal: That all who suffer loneliness may experience the closeness of God and the support of others.

For Evangelization: That young seminarians and religious may have wise and well-formed mentors.
------------
Saint John Vianney Vocation Society Prayer
     O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner, but rather that he be converted and live. Grant we beseech You, through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, Saint John Marie Vianney, and all the saints, an increase of laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer for Priests
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (Name of Priests). Act in them; speak in and through them. Think your thoughts in their minds and love through their hearts. Give them Your own dispositions and feelings. Teach, lead and guide them always. Correct, enlighten and expand their thoughts and behaviors. Possess their souls; take over their entire personalities and lives. Replace them with Yourself. Incline them to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through them. Let them live in You and keep them in this intimate union always. O Mary, Immaculate Conception, mother of Jesus and mother of Priests, pray and intercede for all of these Priests. Amen.

Fatima Prayer
My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, I love Thee. I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not hope and do not love Thee (x3)  Angel of Peace, 1st apparition, 1916, Fatima, Portugal
Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore you profoundly. I offer you the Most Precious Body, Blood, Soul & Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the Tabernacles of the World in Reparation, for the outrages, sacrileges, and indifference by which he is offended. And through the infinite merits of His most Sacred Heart, and the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg the conversion of poor sinners (x3). Angel of Peace, 1916, 3rd apparition, Fatima

Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

(5 – 1st Saturdays)

When Mary appeared again to Sr. Lucia, the last remaining visionary from Fatima, in Pontevedra, Spain on December 10, 1925 she said, “I promise to assist, at the hour of death, with all the graces necessary for their salvation, all those who, in the First Saturday of five consecutive months”:
1) went to Confession, 

2) received Holy Communion, 

3) recited five decades of the Rosary 

4) “Keep me company for 15 minutes while meditating on the mysteries of the rosary,” 
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5) all with the intent of making reparation to My Immaculate Heart’. 

The Confession may be made during the eight days preceding or following the first Saturday of each month, provided that Holy Communion be received in the state of grace.  Should one forget to form the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, it may be formed at the next Confession, occasion to go to confession being taken at the first opportunity.
Why 5 first Saturdays? Our Blessed Lord answered that question when He appeared to Sr. Lucia May 29, 1930.  He explained that it was because of five kinds of offenses and blasphemies against the Immaculate Heart of Mary, namely: 1) blasphemies against her Immaculate Conception, 2) against her perpetual virginity, 3) against the divine and spiritual maternity of Mary, 4) blasphemies involving the rejection and dishonoring of her images, and 5) the neglect of implanting in the hearts of children a knowledge and love of this Immaculate Mother. [read more]
Morning Offering

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my prayers, works, joys & sufferings of this day for all the intentions of Your Sacred Heart in union with all the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world in reparation for my sins and for the reunion of all Christians, for the intentions of my relatives and friends and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father. Amen

Prayer of St. Gertrude

(Pray daily for the souls in purgatory)

Eternal Father, I offer thee the Most Precious Blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own home and within my family. Amen.

------------
Plenary Indulgence

The way we pay the debt of temporal punishment due to our sins is by prayer, penance, sacrifice, good works and almsgiving.
“An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sin whose guilt has already been  forgiven.”  (CCC1471). A plenary indulgence removes all of the temporal punishment due to sin; a partial indulgence removes some but not all. Indulgences have a specific act plus “the usual conditions:”

1) Sacramental Confession, 2) Reception of Holy Eucharist; 3) Prayers for the Holy Father’s Intentions (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be); 4) Heart and mind free from all attachment to sin

Specific Acts:
1) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for at least one half hour

2) Devout reading of Sacred Scriptures for at least one half hour
3) Devout performance of the Stations of the Cross 

4) The recitation of the Marian Rosary in a church or oratory, with members of the family, in a religious Community, or in a pious association. (see www.nacn-usa.org, resources) 
Heart of Jesus, loaded down with opprobrium, 
Heart of Jesus, bruised for our offenses, 
Heart of Jesus, obedient to death, 
Heart of Jesus, pierced with a lance, 
Heart of Jesus, source of all consolation, 
Heart of Jesus, our life and resurrection, 
Heart of Jesus, our peace and reconciliation, 
Heart of Jesus, victim for our sins, 
Heart of Jesus, salvation of those who trust in you, 
Heart of Jesus, hope of those who die in you, 
Heart of Jesus, delight of all the Saints
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world. 
R/ spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, 
R/ graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, 
R/ have mercy on us. 

Jesus, meek and humble of heart. 
R/ Make our hearts like to yours. 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, look upon the Heart of your most beloved Son and upon the praises and satisfaction which he offers you in the name of sinners; and to those who implore your mercy, in your great goodness, grant forgiveness in the name of the same Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you forever and ever.  R/Amen.





















