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Your Excellency,

In the year 1936, as Your Excellency may recall,
the Second International Congress of Catholic Nurses
was held in Rome, This Congress, which was composed
of religious as well as lay nurses, marked the begin-
ning of a new united effort of Catholic nurses to
organize themselves better in order to carry out,
Spiritually and scientifically, their apostolic work
in behalf of the sick.

The Holy Father, as a most fitting climax of the
Congress and as a testimonial of His deep paternal
interest in the apostolate of nursing, accorded to the
delegates, more than two thousand in number, an au-
dience at Castel Gandolfo. After describing the im-
portant work of the Nurse, her lofty vocation and the
preparation so necessary for the successful execution
of her mission to the sick, His Holiness told the as-
Sembly that it was the duty of every Gatholic nurse to
belong to Catholic associations of nurses and to pro-
mote them in every way pPossible. Knowing the interest
Of the Hierarchy in this most important field, I took
the liberty, on that occasion, to send to Your Excel-
lency the .printed report of the Congress.

Now I have the pleasure Of forwarding to you the
6nclosed copy of the report of the Third International
Congress which wes held last year in London. under

t’b_' Presidenoy of His Eminence, Arthur Cardinal Hins- |
2876 TobRd. ths *hoton on. Ehat badusion to address the i &
 Congress in the neme of the August Pontiff. In my mes-
4 Und on page 26 of the report—
11ness was expres




of bringing all Catholic nurses within the influence
of Catholic Associations of Nurses.'' In accordance
with this wish of the Holy Father, it is most desir.
able, Your Excellency, that the Catholic nurses ot
the United States be gathered into one national asso-
ciation under the direction of the respective Ordi-
naries and of the Hierarchy.

The Reverend Father Garesche, S. J., who has given
of his time and energy to effect such an organization,
now realizing the great good that would ensue if this
most important work were carried out under the guid-
ance of the Hierarchy, has signified his intention
of retiring from the movement. It is proposed, there-
fore, in keeping with the wish manifested in the above
words of His Holiness; that the Archbishops and Bi-
shops should organize local associations of Catholic
nurses according to the needs of their respective
dioceses, which in due time, under the guidance of the
Hierarchy, might be united to create a National Fede-
ration of Catholic Nurses.

~In submitting this proposal for your kind conside-
‘ration, I should be very grateful to Your Excellency
- Ar, after full examination, you would give me the
nefit of your prudent Judgment as to its advisabil-
Ly and as to the most appropriate means of bringing
gt realization.
rusting that Iwill be favored with an early reply.
Your Excellency, with the assurance of my sen-
high esteem and of cordial ronrd. "
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ADDENDUM: The following excerpt is what is referred to in the
above letter from Page 25 of the report from the Third Ipternatlonal Congress:
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